
Children who are
Permanent Residents (PR)
can lose their status,
including children whose
parent loses PR status.

Children born outside of
Canada (< 18 yrs) who are
dependent on a parent’s  
temporary permit.

Children awaiting a
decision on a refugee claim
or H&C application. 

Unaccompanied or
separated children who
are awaiting a decision on a
refugee claim, or living with
next of kin.

Children with a study
permit, living alone or with
a parent/guardian.

Children with no status or
who do not know their
status, including
unaccompanied minors or
children whose temporary
status has expired.
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Children with 
Precarious Status in Canada

 Lack of data on immigrant
children results in fewer

services that can support
their integration and 

well-being. 

The Issue

In 2023, Statistics Canada estimated that 2.2 million people
living in Canada are non-permanent residents, the majority
of whom are racial minorities who have an uncertain or
precarious legal status in Canada  . This includes people
who entered Canada with a temporary permit to study,
work, or seek asylum and non-status residents whose
immigration status has expired or has been revoked.
Permanent residents may also be precarious due to
security or inadmissibility reasons. 

Children with precarious immigration status remain largely
invisible in social and health services due to inconsistent
data and gaps in service eligibility. Compounded with
systemic racism, precarious status negatively impacts
their rights, sense fo belonging and overall well-being   .

Effects of Precarious Status on Children

Children with precarious status may encounter  
barriers to accessing education and extracurricular
activities, which can hinder their academic progress,
development, and future prospects     .

Limited or no access to health care results in delayed  
or inadequate health care    .

Stigma and fear of deportation can increase social
isolation and heighten levels of stress and anxiety    .

Families with precarious immigration status may
experience financial instability, which can directly
impact a child's access to basic needs, such as
adequate child care, housing and nutrition    .

Racialized immigrant families experience
disproportionately higher rates of child protection
investigation and removal due to systemic racism,
financial insecurity, and exclusion from social and
health services    .
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IRCC DATA ON CHILDREN WITH
PRECARIOUS STATUS
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RECOMMENDATIONS

For IRCC to disaggregate data on
all non-citizen children under 18
with consistent age ranges.

For social and health services to
implement Access without Fear
policies so children and their
families can access services
without fear of being detailed,
detained or deported.

For all levels of government to  
engage immigrant communities
in policy development and
implementation.

Age Range Differences &  
Gaps in Reporting

Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada  (IRCC) uses
different age ranges for minors (<18
years) and  groups some children
with other family members    :

Children ages 0-14 are included
as “principal applicants” on a
refugee claim, study permit, or
work permit. 
IRCC reports the number of
resettled refugees who are  17
years or younger    .
Children (<18 years) who are
“dependents” on a parent or
guardian’s immigration status,  
are grouped with other family
members, including spouses and
adult children. 

[11]

[13]

[13]



CHILDREN WITH PRECARIOUS STATUS IN CANADA                                                        3

Border(ing) Practices is supported in part by funding from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council. The authors also thank the Bordering Practices Research
Advisory Committee for their ongoing guidance on this research.

Suggested Citation: Tam, R., Tyagi, S., Bhuyan, R. (2023). Children with Precarious Status in
Canada: Issue Brief. Border(ing) Practices: Systemic Racism, Immigration & Child Welfare.
University of Toronto & University of Victoria. 

Acknoweldgements

Rachel Tam, MSW, Swarna Tyagi, MSW, and Rupaleem Bhuyan, PhD 

Written by

People who have a precarious immigration status face 
discrimination due to harmful misinformation and stereotypes. 
We can combat discrimination by creating safe spaces and 
working with immigrants to respect their dignity and human rights.

Steps you can take (adapted from Toronto for All)    :

Talk with your friends and colleagues about why terms like “illegal” are harmful,
inaccurate, and dehumanizing.
Reflect on your own beliefs about Canada as an “immigrant nation.”
Learn about Canada’s history of systemic racism against Indigenous and racialized
immigrants.
Refrain from asking about immigration status, unless it is a condition of your work.
When entrusted with the knowledge of someone’s immigration status, DO NOT share
this information with anyone without their consent
Develop “Access without Fear” practices, so you can safeguard information to protect
everyone’s privacy and rights. 

[14]

“ When you’re invisible, 
your rights disappear

too” 

How to Implement Access without Fear
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